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The fourth edition of Vascular and Endovascular Surgery: A
Companion to Specialist Surgical Practice, edited by Jona-
than Beard and Peter Gaines shows that this series continues
to develop, and it has now become even more valuable as
a reference source for those learning vascular surgery.
As in the previous editions, this version provides
a coherent structure applied to most chapters. Each covers
the most important topics and presents a comprehensive
review of the available evidence for each particular topic
given in the headings. Clinically important statements with
sufficient support in the literature are highlighted separate
from the main text in boxes marked by scalpels to facilitate
identification for the reader. The scalpel can also be found
in the reference list next to the main reference supporting
the recommendation. The Key Points for each topic provide
a summary at the end of each chapter, followed by a nearly
complete reference list.
Similar to the earlier editions, this book offers a well-
written and comprehensive text covering most topics in
vascular surgery. Its strong focus on providing evidence-
based advice is more emphasised in the new edition. The
additions of definite recommendations and conclusions to
most chapters clearly stating when the available evidence
is insufficient have certainly promoted this. Another new
feature is the colour print that makes the illustrations more
distinct. The replacement of the technical aspects of graftsdoi:10.1016/j.ejvs.2010.07.023and stents, which took up a great deal of space in the third
edition, with chapters that cover medical treatment of limb
ischaemia, is well in line with the therapeutic development
in this field. The new chapter discussing dialysis access is
also a helpful feature.
By and large, the authors of the chapters are well-known
clinical scientists and clinicians from Europe, the vast
majority from the UK; occasional authors are from the US.
This is not surprising considering the editors’ background,
and is not necessarily a disadvantage. It is inevitable that
a book written by many authors practising under different
circumstances covering different contents has some
inconsistencies in the chapters’ level of detail. For
example, it is more difficult in 15 pages to cover the entire
management of vascular trauma than ‘the acutely swollen
leg’. Overall, however, this is a minor problem and, most of
the time, the small differences in language and level of
detail pass without notice. The editors are to be com-
mended for doing a good job of maintaining the chapter
structure and style of presentation throughout, and using
mostly UK authors has probably facilitated this.
Overall, this text serves as an excellent overview of the
evidence for common vascular surgical clinical questions. It
can be recommended for any surgeon working in the
vascular surgical field and it is ideal for any European
surgical house officer.
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